
 

 
 

Telespazio, a Leonardo and Thales 67/33 joint venture, is one of the world’s leading operators in satellite services. Its activities range 
from the design and development of space systems to the management of launch services, from in-orbit satellite control to Earth 
observation, from integrated communications, satellite navigation and localisation services to scientific programmes. Telespazio plays a 
leading role in the reference markets harnessing technological experience acquired over the years. Since its establishment, the company 
has participated in major European space programmes such as Galileo, EGNOS, Copernicus and COSMO-SkyMed. In 2020, Telespazio 
generated sales of EUR 540 million while employing 3,000 people in nine countries. 

 

  
 

 
Fucino, 3 November 2021 
 
Galileo: the Fucino Space Centre inaugurates the expansion of the Control 
Centre for the European satellite navigation system  

 
• The evolution of Europe’s leading space programme has extended the activities of the 

Italian Control Centre built by Telespazio 
 
• Together with Telespazio and Thales Alenia Space, Leonardo is a key Galileo partner 

providing a fundamental contribution to the system’s land and space segments 
 

The new building that extends the Galileo Control Centre (GCC), operational since 2010, was 
inaugurated today at the Fucino Space Centre of Telespazio, a joint venture between Leonardo 
(67%) and Thales (33%). The growth of the Galileo programme, the European satellite navigation 
and localization system, has extended the activities of the Fucino-based Control Centre and required 
the creation of new control rooms and operational areas. 
 
In this new configuration, which is already operational, the Italian GCC can now has 30 control rooms 
and 40 equipment rooms. At full capacity, the control centre will be operated by approximately 200 
specialists. Built in 12 months by Telespazio, the new infrastructure covers a surface area of about 
1400 square meters, bringing the Galileo Control Centre to a total area of 6000 square meters. 
 
The ceremony was attended by Marco Marsilio, President of the Abruzzo Region, Rodrigo da 
Costa, Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), Luigi 
Pasquali, Coordinator of Leonardo’s Space Activities and CEO of Telespazio, and Marco Folino, 
CEO of Spaceopal. 
 
Rodrigo da Costa, Executive Director of EUSPA, said: “With billions of users of the European Union 
satellite navigation system, Galileo and its central role for the sustainable development of the EU, it 
is essential to maintain and develop Galileo reliability and efficiency. It is our mission in EUSPA as 
an operational agency of the European Union together with our partners. This new extension in Italy 
is part of Galileo development thus it is essential.” 
 
Luigi Pasquali, Coordinator of Leonardo's Space activities and CEO of Telespazio, said: “We are 
pleased that the growth of Galileo, the European Union’s leading space programme, has enabled us 
to expand the Italian Control Centre at Fucino, the system’s heart alongside its German counterpart. 
The expansion of this infrastructure will ensure full reliability and efficiency for Galileo’s ground 
segment, with the aim of providing optimal service to 2.3 billion users worldwide. We are extremely 
proud that this inauguration is taking place right here, 60 years after the establishment of Telespazio, 
as it was in Fucino that the company took its first steps in the pioneering sector of satellite 
communications”. 
 
In the words of Marco Folino, CEO of Spaceopal: “The evolution of Galileo's Hosting services, which 
we are celebrating today with the inauguration of the new building of the Italian GCC, is one of the 



 

 

 

 
 

many expressions of the multi-year agreement through which Spaceopal, with great commitment 
and pride, is delighted to support EUSPA in successfully conducting a programme as important as 
Galileo. This evolution marks a further step towards the system’s full operational capacity. For my 
part, my heartfelt thanks go to EUSPA for the trust placed in us and to Telespazio for the valuable 
contribution provided”. 
 
The Italian Galileo Control Centre, operating with that in Germany in Oberpfaffenhofen (Munich), 
manages the satellite constellation and the Galileo programme’s mission. Moreover, the Italian 
Centre was entrusted with security operations for the entire Galileo system, including the activities 
required to ensure the integrity, confidentiality and authenticity of the navigation and positioning 
signal. Both centres are managed by Spaceopal (a joint venture of Telespazio and DLR/GFR), on 
behalf of EUSPA, responsible for operation and integrated logistics of the entire Galileo system, the 
management of the global communication network as well as the Launch and Early Orbit Phase 
(LEOP) starting with the launch of the next two satellites. 
 
Leonardo is a key Galileo partner providing a fundamental contribution to the programme’s ground 
and space segments through the joint ventures Telespazio and Thales Alenia Space and supplying 
accurate hydrogen atomic clocks for all first and second generation satellites. 
 
   
About Galileo 
Galileo is the European Union satellite navigation system fully financed by the European Union, owned by the 
European Union and undertaken by a European partnership: the European Commission manages Galileo, with 
EUSPA responsible for the service exploitation management, and ESA acting as the system design authority. Being 
the largest EU infrastructure initiative, Galileo is bringing strategic autonomy and sovereignty to the European Union 
citizens and its Member States. The Galileo system consists of a space segment currently comprising 26 satellites 
– with two more being launched in the coming weeks – and ground infrastructure consisting of the two Control 
Centres – one at the Fucino Space Centre, built and managed by Telespazio, and the other in Oberpfaffenhofen 
(Munich), built by DLR GfR (a company of the German space agency DLR) –, a Service Centre in Madrid, a global 
communications network managed by Telespazio, and a number of remote sites situated around the globe. Italy has 
played a leading role since the beginning of the programme, both through the Italian Space Agency (ASI) and through 
the involvement of the country’s industrial sector, in particular the Leonardo Group. 
 
About the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA)  
The European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA) provides safe and secure European satellite 
navigation services, promotes the commercialization of Galileo, EGNOS, and Copernicus data and services and 
coordinates the EU’s forthcoming governmental satellite communications programme GOVSATCOM. EUSPA is 
responsible for the security accreditation of all the EU Space Programme components. By fostering the development 
of an innovative and competitive space sector and engaging with the entire EU Space community, EUSPA 
contributes to the European Green Deal and digital transition, the safety and security of the Union and its citizens, 
while reinforcing its autonomy and resilience. 
www.euspa.europa.eu  
 
About Spaceopal 
Spaceopal GmbH, with headquarters in Munich, is a joint venture founded in 2009 by the partners DLR Gesellschaft 
für Raumfahrtanwendungen (GfR) mbH and Telespazio, a joint venture between Leonardo (67%) and Thales (33%). 
Since November 2010 Spaceopal has been the main contractor for operational services for Galileo, the European 
Union’s global satellite navigation system. Through its core business activities, Spaceopal is making a key 
contribution to Europe‘s performance in the field of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS). 
www.speceopal.com  
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